
7
Unneo State?
Environmenlal Proteclion
Agency
Region 8

Office ol External Aftairs (80EA)

999 18th Street
Suite 500

n/asz/ez-
Colorado, Montana,
North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, wyoming

Denver, CO 802O2-24Os

.?EPA Fact
LEEDS SILVER RECLAIVIATION SITE

WASHINGTON COITNTY, T]TAH
FEBRUARY 1996Sheet

Contacts: Peter Stevenson 1- 800 -227 -89L7 X 6799
MarY Hagan l--800 -227 - 8917 X 6608

Renette Anderson 801- 536 - 44'78

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is conducEing a
Removal operatj-on at the l-,eeds Silver ReclamaEion Site located 2

miles wesL of the town of Leeds, Utah. The Site is an inoperative
.ore processing faciliLy which utilized an acid heap leach process
for ihe extraction of copper and. silver. The owner and former
operaLor is 5M Inc. or gurricane, ut.ah. This fact sheet provides
iiformaCion about EPA's current acCivities and lists contacts for
those who have questions or concerns.

The Utah Department of Environmental Quality (UDEQ) *1qe-1
preliminary serrO! of the site in 1991. EPA conducted a field
reconnal-ssance and weEland assessment in L992 and furcher
inwestigations in 1993 and 3-994. The resulLs of these
i-nvestigations verify thaE contamination on the Site is a threaE to
human healEh and the environment:

o on-site materials (ore piles, leach pad, pregnant and
overflow ponds) are Ehe source of heawy metals
contaminalion in soil, and possibly in surface and
subsurface waters aE Lhe Site;

o acidic wat,er in the ponds is likely to disso1ve heawy
metals in the sediment and carry them Lo the groundwater'

a t.he highly acidic naEure of the water in the ponds may pose
a hearLh risk to chiloren, Lrespassers and wildlife;

a the Site is a potential source of downgradient surface-
water contaminition which coul-d flow into pasLure,lawn and
garden irrigation water, livestock water and we11s which
are used for drinking water;

o contaminated runoff from the ponds could potentially affect
surface water as far down as the city of St. George if a
major storm event occurred;

o during dry, wlndy days, che contaminanLs on-site will
continue Lo be airborne and migrate off-si-te Lo nearby
acreages, residences and/or wetlands.



Since conditions at the Site pose an immj-nent and substantial
danger to human health and the environment, EPA will take the
following actions to control/remove Lhe contaminants and st.abilize
on-site maEerials:

o remove water from owerflow and pregnant ponds;

o shape heap so that it has a slope of 3? to carry off
moi-sture;

r build an engineered cap over the heap Lo provide a safe
cover that. keeps the concaminants in the heap from
migrat,ing and conEacting surface water.

The cap will be about five feet thick, composed of a geosynthetic
liner at ttre base, then a thick layer of compacteC soil- covered
with a layer of waste rock on Eop. A French drain will be
constructed around the base of Ehe heap Eo direcE precipitation
away f rom t.he cap.

ConEractors for EPA will- mobilize Lheir eguipment on-site
between February l-2 and February 19 and begin work on February 20-
EPA e)cpect.s this removal acLion to t.ake approximately two mont.hs,
after which Site monitoring will cont.inue for a year.

For further informaLion, please call Peter Stevenson or Mary
Hagan at EPA or Renette Anderson at UDEQ, at the numbers lisEed
above.


